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Due to the dissemination of the Indian Pioneer Papers,1 (herein referred to as 
t h e  I P P , )  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  o f  M i l d r e d  M c I n t o s h  C h i l d e r s  
conducted by Effie Jackson in 1937 in which she list the genealogy of Artuami 
C c a c h e  ( a l s o  k n o w n  a s  A R M S T R O N G )  a s  a  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  C h i e f  W i l l i a m  
McIntosh Jr. I am compelled to bring to light the errors contained within that 
docum e n t ,  a n d  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b r i n g  t o  l i g h t  r e l a t e d  e r r o r s  w i t h i n  “ T h e  
Chronicles of Oklahoma.”2

The authors have inserted words (enclosed in brackets []) for clarity.

A r t u a m i  C c a c h e  A r m s t r o n g  A . K . A .  S a c h p a ,  was born circa 1819 in the 
Creek Nation east and orphaned at an early age, Chief William McIntosh and 
Susannah adopted him. 1 A r t u a m i  m a r r i e d  K a t e ,  a  C r e e k  w o m a n  o f  t h e  
Tulladegee town about 1838; they had three sons, Saleka, Sapaeja and Tadake.

S a l e k a  [ A r m s t r o n g ]  M c I n t o s h ,  Creek,  a lso  cal led Seleetka,  Sarletkar ,  
Silitka and Sulletka, born in 1840, voted at Tuskegee-Tallapoosa in 1883 and 
1894. He was married to Hepsey (born 1848; l ived at Eufaula in 1900), and 
was the father of  Nancy (born 1865; married Samuel Scott),  Lizzie (1880),  
Henry (1883), Leah (1887), and David (1888). Saleka had Dawes cc# 2554; he 
died before enrollment.

R o l e y  M c I n t o s h  [ a l i a s  S a p a e j a  A r m s t r o n g ]  (also called Sachpa), known 
throughout his life as Roley McIntosh, Creek, was born in 1841,3 was a voter 
at Tuskegee-Tallapoosa in 1875, was a resident of Tuskegee in 1882, voted at 
Charketh locco  in  1883,  was  a  candidate  for  the  House  o f  Warr iors  f rom 

                                                  

1 “Indian Pioneer Papers Western History Collection”; vol. 111, micro fish 139.

2 “Chronicles of Oklahoma”; vol. X, p. 318. Oklahoma Historical Society.

3 Head marker “MCINTOSH   Roley      [died] Nov 30 1908   67 yrs  h/o Ellen.”
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Tuskegee #2 in 1887, and voted at Tuskegee in 1894. In 1895, he ran for the 
office of Second Chief.  The son of Artuami Ccache Armstrong, and Katie of 
Tuskegee, he was a resident of Sapulpa in 1900. The 1882 census shows that 
his household included Mekka Yaholo, born in 1837. He was married to Ellen 
Perryman (born 1853), daughter of J.M. Perryman, and was the father of John 
(1879) and Thomas (1881).  Sapaeja had Dawes cc# 835, 2010 and 2295-96. 
John's mother was listed as Lucinda of Arbecca Deep Fork.

Sapaeja also lived at Arbecca and was married to Bessie Vann from Cheyahar. 
He was the father of Mildred (born 1870), who married Daniel C. Childers and 
lived at Broken Arrow in 1900.

T a d a k e  [ A r m s t r o n g ]  M c I n t o s h , I have no information at this time.

A  b r i e f  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y :

Artuami and Katie were in the removal west with their children in the 1842 to 
1848 era, based on the fact they could not have migrated west until after the 
last child was born in 1842, and it was during this migration that Artuami and 
K a t e  d i e d .  T h e  C r e e k s  w e r e  s t i l l  m i g r a t i n g  i n  t h e  m i d  a n d  l a t e  1 8 4 0 ' s  
according to  the text ,  "Among a  small  number of  Creeks yet  remaining in  
Alabama was a son of  Jim Boy named Ward Co-cha-my who did not remove 
west until about 1845. Three years later, he returned to Alabama to aid some 
of his people in migrating to the Indian Territory. He arrived at Fort Smith 
June 24, 1848 with a party of sixty five Indians, but despite his earnest efforts 
he was unable to secure a number who were less than 100 Creeks, and most of 
t h e m  i n  a  d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n ;  a  m a n  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  e t c . ” 4 A l s o  t h e  
testimony of Henry C. Fisher concerning the migration of his father “HENRY 
C. FISHER: One of the oldest citizens of Checotah, was born at Fishertown, a 
town ten  mi les  southeast  o f  Checotah,  and  i s  a  son  of  Wil l iam Fisher,  in 
whose honor Fishertown was named. William Fisher was born in Alabama, in 
1833, and came to the Territory in 1847, among the last of the Creek Indians 
to leave Alabama.”5

                                                  

4 “ Indian Removal”  by  Grant  Foreman,  p .  190.  Univers i ty  of  Oklahoma Press ,  Norman,  

Oklahoma.

5 “A History of  the State of  Oklahoma,”  Vol .  II ,  p.  174-175.  By Luther B. Hill,  A.B.,  Lewis 

Publishing Co. Chicago, New York, 1910.
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After the last or near last Indian removal from Georgia and Alabama in 1845, 
Chief  Roley McIntosh adopted the three boys named Seleetka,  Tadake and 
Sapaeja Armstrong.  This adoption was very probably the instigation of  his 
wife Susannah, who, when married to William before his death had adopted 
the boy’s father, Artuami, now seeing Artuami’s children were orphaned was 
moved to adopt them. As a point of interest, Susannah would be somewhere 
around the age of fifty in 1845. “Boney [Roley Guy] McIntosh, the grandson of 
t h e  S e c o n d  R o l e y  M c I n t o s h  s a y s  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  [ R o l e y  M c Intosh alias 
Sapaeja Armstrong] was not originally  a  McIntosh,  but an Armstrong.  His 
grandfather  to ld  him he and his  two brothers  lost  their  parents  by  death 
dur ing  the  Removal .  Chie f  [Roley]  McIntosh  sa id ,  “We can ' t  leave  these  
orphans to fend for themselves;  I ' l l  adopt  them."  He observed that  one of  
them was unusually bright and said he was going to give him his name. He 
was asked what about the other two and he replied that he would adopt all  
three  o f  them,  but  that  he  was  go ing  to  ca l l  one  o f  them [Sapaeja] Roley 
McIntosh.

W. E.  “Dode” McIntosh told Boney they were not blood kin but are legally  
related.

Young Roley grew up in the home of  Chief  Roley McIntosh,  attending the 
tribal school. When the Civil War was forced upon the Creeks, he joined the 
unit  under the command of  Chil ly  McIntosh.  After  the war,  he operated a  
ranch near  present  St idham.  In  1894,  he  was  e lected second Chief  in  the  
administration of Chief Isparachecher. In 1895, he acted as Chief during the 
illness of Isparachecher. He had served as a member of the House of Warriors 
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  H o u s e  o f  K i n g s  a n d  m a d e  s e v e r a l  t r i p s  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  
representing the Creek Nation.” 6

                                                  

6 John Bart le t t  Meserve ' s  ar t i c le ,  "The  MacIntoshes"  in  the  Chronic les  o f  Oklahoma,  

Volume 10.
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First error: Indian Pioneer Papers.1

I hope not to discredit the individuals and their descendants who have been 
disseminated by the IPP document, for the persons revealed there have played 
a  formidable  role  in  the development of  the Muscogee (Creek) Nation. My 
purpose for  this  writ ing is  to  reveal  the  re lat ionship with which they  are  
represented as blood descendants of Chief William McIntosh Jr.,  which is in 
error by both the descendants of Artuami Ccache and the descendants of Chief 
William McIntosh Jr.

In the IPP document,  Mildred Childers states that Artuami Ccache was the
son of Chief William McIntosh Jr. and his wife Susannah. Artuami was not the 
son of Chief William McIntosh Jr.;  he was the adopted son of  Chief  William 
McIntosh Jr. Artuami was not a McIntosh by blood.

The Mildred Childers Interview is included at the end of  this document for 
disclosure and discovery.
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Roley McIntosh
[alias Sapaeja Armstrong]

Second error: Chronicles of Oklahoma.2

Roderick “Roley”  McIntosh,  there  is  no "D" in  the Creek language,  so  the 
Indians were unable to pronounce the name Roderick, and called their Chief 
"Roley."  Roley  McIntosh was Principle  Chief  (1828 – 1 8 5 9 )  o f  t h e  L o w e r  
Arkansas Creeks.

S h o w n  h e r e  i s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  S a p a e j a  “ R o l e y  
M c I n t o s h , ”  S e c o n d  C h i e f  u n d e r  I s p a r h e c h a r ,  
( 1 8 9 5  – 1 8 9 9 , )  i t  h a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  a n d  
republished dozens  o f  t imes ,  represent ing  the  
mustached – bearded man as  Roderick  “Roley”  
M c I n t o s h  t h e  C h i e f  o f  t h e  L o w e r  C r e e k s  f r o m  
1828 to 1859, this is a great error. This picture is 
not that of Chief Roderick “Roley” McIntosh, the 
half brother of Chief William McIntosh Jr., but a 
p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  s o n  o f  A r t u a m i  C c a c h e  
Armstrong, Sapaeja, [pronounced Saba çga,] the 
one Mildred Childers who,  in the IPP interview 
r e f e r s  t o  a s  h e r  f a t h e r ,  R o l e y  I I I .  T h e  m a n  
pictured here was not a blood McIntosh and did 
not serve as Chief of the Lower Creeks from 1828-
1 8 5 9  a s  d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  “ C h r o n i c l e s  o f  
Oklahoma.”

T h e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  “ C h r o n i c l e s  o f  O k l a h o m a ”  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  b i o g r a p h y  o f  R o d e r i c k  “ R o l e y ”  M c I n t o s h  i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e  
d i s a g r e e m e n t  I  h a v e  w i t h  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  i s  w i t h  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  R o l e y  
McIntosh [alias Sapaeja Armstrong] adjacent  to  the  art ic le ,  th is  draws an 
inference that the man whose image is seen is that of Chief Roley McIntosh. 
This error has continued for decades. The picture itself is misleading and has 
n o  p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  J o h n  B a r t l e t t  M e s e r v e ’ s  a r t i c l e ,  “ T h e  
M a c I n t o s h e s , ”  w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e f e r e n c i n g  h i m  a s  a l i a s  S a p a e j a  
Armstrong, adopted son of Chief Roley McIntosh.

Sapaeja was named “Roley” at an early age. He went through life with the last 
name of McIntosh, which Artuami Ccache and his descendants have assumed, 
and rightly so by their adoption.
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I  a m  n o t  a w a r e  o f  a n y  e x i s t i n g  p o r t r a i t s  o f  C h i e f  R o l e y  M c I n t o s h ,  b u t ,  
indubitably  there  d id  not  ex is t  the  technology  to  produce  such a  qual i ty  
photograph of Chief Roley McIntosh in his lifetime to match the quality of the 
photograph represented here of Roley McIntosh [alias Sapaeja Armstrong] 
taken circa 1900’s.

I hope this clarifies the past and present mistakes concerning the McIntosh 
n a m e ,  a n d  d o e s  p r o p erly  segregate  the  two McIntosh’s  into  their  proper  
factions, descendants of Chief William McIntosh by blood and descendants by 
a d o p t i o n .  F o r  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  C h i e f  W i l l i a m  M c I n t o s h  w e  h a v e  t h e  
reference work of Corbin,7 which is being updated by Bill  Boatmun, and for a 
partial  descendant l ist  of  Artuami Ccache Armstrong see the work by Lill ie 
“Scott” McIntosh,8 also updated by Bill Boatmun.

Sincerely,

Chinnubbie McIntosh, Family Historian, Author
HC65 Box 760
Hominy, Oklahoma 74035-9530

Bill Boatmun A.K.A. McIntosh, Co-Author
6820 East McElroy Rd.
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74075

                                                  

7 “ A  H i s t o r y  a n d  G e n e a l o g y  o f  C H I E F  W I L L I A M  M c I N T O S H ,  J R .  a n d  h i s  k n o w n  

descendants” by Harriet Turner (Porter) Corbin, private printing, 1967.

8 “The Descendants of Seleetka McIntosh and Hepsey McIntosh” by Lillie Scott McIntosh, 

private printing, 1962.
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