Palmer Script

introduce myself as TH Rogers Jr.. 

Do you believe in “love at first sight”? I do. It took only one glance toward Myrtle Collins and I was completely smitten. It was at a July 4th picnic that I first laid eyes on my bride, she was the most beautiful woman that I had ever seen, other than my mother of course. Her Cherokee features made her absolutely beautiful and on September 22, 1909 we were married. We were later blessed with five boys and three girls: Willie, Arthur, Pauline, Ruby, T.H. Jr., Jimmy, Marguerite and Allen.
My papa, T.H. Palmer Sr. was born in the year 1884 near the Brazos River in East Texas. His papa, Samuel Eugene was a Baptist preacher and he became one as well. Preachin’ in those days, kept you on the move and away from home. So, it became my duty to take care of the farm and all it wonders.
The railroad was boomin’ with work back then , but since I was a small man work eluded me on several occasions. It was because of this that I decided to head north. I knew the lord would look after us, so Myrtle and I loaded up our covered wagon and headed north. It was my thinking that we would just stop when the Lord tells me to. It took us several months to get here, since we could only go a few miles a day without resting up the horses and such, but we finally ended up here in Eufaula. I just knew that this was were I was to raise our family.
You all know where Nichols grocery store is today, that is were we pitched our tent. Later, I rented a house from a gentleman by the name of Clarence Mills. Mr. Mills had an apple orchard, where I was able to buy apples and sell them from my wagon. Times were tough, but I was a hard worker and Myrtle and I tried to raise our kids the same way.
I think it was the year 1926 when I decided to move closer to town and start a mercantile business. I managed to buy part of the block near the courthouse and later , oh, about 1936 I bought an old building were Stites furniture is now and put up a wholesale grocery business. Had to renovate that old building a little, but it was well worth it. Soon after that, I bought a building closer to the railroad tracks. That made loading and unloading our mercantile so much easier for all. I named that new building the “Eufaula Wholesale Company.
My daughter Ruby married a gentleman by the name of Guy Swadley Jr. He was a good man and had a savy for business. My son Willie and Guy entered into the business together and changed the name to Palmer-Swadley Wholesale. I had wanted the business to thrive and stay into our family for many generations, however, soon after Ruby’s husband, Guy, passed on, the business was closed. That was about 1980
As parent’s, my wife, Myrtle and I, wanted our children to get through school, work hard, and become prosperous and upstanding citizens. We are so proud of them all and love them all dearly.
You know life can be tough, but, I have found hard work really does pay off.
