Stidham Family Script

Good evening ladies and gentlemen.  I am greatly honored to be standing here tonight presenting the history of my husband’s family.  My name is Irene Marie Staley Stidham and I am very proud to be the wife of George Washington Stidham III.  Through the years and over time I have learned of the vast contributions the Stidham family, as well as many other families, to the success of area in which we live.  

My husband’s grandfather, George Washington Stidham III was a great man.  He was born in Alabama in the year 1817  and was the son of a Creek maiden and a white explorer who was by birth Scottish and Irish.  His father died when he was 12, limiting his opportunity for a formal education.  He was not known to speak English until he was 20 and migrated with other Creeks during the removal from Alabama and George along the Trail of Tears in the year 1837.  He is known to have made several accomplishments during his lifetime once in Indian Territory.  His first role here was one of interpreter. He was also known to have a mercantile business in North Fork Town.  He was to have extensive farming and ranching interests.  He was instrumental in the onset of the Katy Railroad going through Eufaula and was considered one of Eufaula’s founders.  He was greatly honored when he became Chief Justice of the Creek Nation and was a member of the House of Warriors.  Once asked to consider the House of Kings, the Honorable Stidham replied, “I prefer to be in the lower house, thank you.” He took very seriously his trips to Washington ask for the rights of his Creek people and his influence was greatly respected and will be long remembered.  I must say, his children were of great importance to him and he was very supportive in all their accomplishments.   
My husband’s father, George Washington Stidham II, was born on March 17, 1859 in Indian territory.  At the age of nine, he accompanied his parents along with his sister, Georgeanna to Washington to a reception given by President Andrew Johnson.  There was quite a lot of excitement when a fire broke out and everyone fled.  The Stidham family became separated during the excitement, but George as young as he was, found his way out of the building and back to the hotel by himself.  What a feat!!!  In his adult life, he was the clerk of the Supreme Court for one term, member of the Board of Education, the private secretary under Samuel Checoate and Ward Coachmen during their administrations.  He also served as Superintendent of the Eufaula Boarding School and Secretary of the State of the Creek Nation and a clerk in the House of Kings.  He was a member of the Masonic lodge, in which he was extremely proud of.  I am told that he was most happy when he was with his children.
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